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The cross pictured above presents a different image of Christ hanging on the cross. The idea
behind this image is to remind us that Christ died on the Cross for everyone, not just those who sit
in church every Sunday, but for every single person in this world. This is symbolized by the faces
of people from all nationalities and countries. Christ’s sash is covered with pictures from His life
up to the day of His crucifixion. This is to remind us of the many things Christ did while on this
earth as man. All of the pictures are in black and white. This is to signify that everything to Christ
is black or white. Jesus reminded us that we cannot be of Him and of the world, yet many
Christians and churches today have tried to create this gray area and moved somewhere in
between Christ and the world. So let this remind us of the Gift God has given to all, Jesus and the
teachings He has provided to help us live our life, the Cross and the suffering Christ endured for
the sins we so easily fall to, and the eternal life Jesus has secured for all of us. Remember, we all
have eternal life, it is the location of where we are going to spend it that should matter the most.
With the image of Christ on the Cross, the nails, and the crown He wore for us all still in your
mind, please take some time to follow the step Jesus took the days prior to His death on the Cross.
Though Christ journey to the Cross began well before His conception to a virgin, we will focus on
the last 6 days prior to his death. Before we continue I will remind you that Jesus was the
sacrificial Lamb, born with the purpose of cleansing the sins of man though His death.

Palm Sunday
When you look at the events from Palm Sunday to Good Friday it's almost like one of those "Good
news - Bad news" stories. The good news was that the Word of God was reaching more and more
people and they were seeing Jesus as the true Son of God. As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the
Donkey, the scene was that of a large crowd, waving palm branches, chanting and singing to their
new King. You can almost imagine it was like the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the crowds
and celebration. The bad news, these same people turned on Him and their chants went from
praises to scorns.
When Jesus came to the City of Jerusalem He was at the
peak of public approval. More and more people were
beginning to follow Him and His Disciples. In fact, in
modern day terms one would say He was riding the wave
and was unstoppable. But Jesus knew there was more to
come than this. In Luke 19:42-44 Jesus said, "If you, even
you, had only known on this day what would bring you
peace-but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will
come upon you when your enemies will build an
embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in
on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and
the children within your walls. They will not leave one
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of
God's coming to you."

As Jesus entered the city He was warmly welcomed by the crowd. I think this is also another
underlying problem Jesus was talking of. The crowd was excited that He was coming but their
expectation as to why He was coming was not the reason for His visit. This is one reason that they
later turned on Him. This shows us the importance of not placing our expectation or limitation on
Christ, for when we do we will miss that greatness of what He has for each of us. When we set
limits, we are in essence putting up walls and not inviting Christ inside. So don’t be like those who
welcomed Christ so warmly, then turn against Him when they did not receive what they wanted,
for when we do we are joining along side them as they later yell – “Crucify Him”.
On this day, when all seemed well, when the crowd was yelling “Hosanna”, Jesus knew all the
evil that was around Him. He knew that God’s Word would be fulfilled and what was to come in
the days ahead. As Jesus continued on to the temple, He found it had been turned into a market,
with people buying and selling goods. This upset Jesus and in Luke 19:46 we read, “It is written,"
Jesus said to them, “My house will be a house of prayer'; but you have made it 'a den of robbers."
Now we begin to see a glimpse of what Jesus was talking about earlier. He also continued to
preach in the temple even though the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among
the people were trying to find a reason to kill Him. The reason they were having problems was
that Jesus was now very popular and He chose His words wisely, as to not give them any reason to
kill Him.
So don't be like those who cheered one day and jeered the next. Be faithful and see yourself as
Jesus' loyal follower every day, every moment, of your life. Imagine what the world would be like
today if Jesus would have stayed in Galilee and retired as a carpenter. What would it be like if He
chose not to fulfill the Word of God and sacrifice Himself for us? Where would we be now?
The good news is that Jesus saw the purpose of his life in terms of proclaiming a new relationship
with God, a relationship of intimate love, and no issue of popularity or acceptance would interfere
with it. Jesus came to Jerusalem neither excited nor deceived by the applause of the crowds, nor
downcast by the treachery, the desertion, the seemingly complete reversal of fortune he would
endure. Jesus knew what would happen to him - he even knew, that his closest disciple and friend
would not stand up for him when put to the test. In both popular acclaim - and in denial and
rejection - Jesus made it plain to everyone that he was not ruled by the feelings or events of the
minute, but rather was walking step by step along a path which would lead him to the only source
of true and lasting meaning for Him and ultimately for us, that he was moving towards the
fulfillment of God's will, for Him and through Him for the world.
Now many have looked negative on the disciples for not standing up for Jesus. Many have said
that they would have stood up to the guards. But I think it was all part of God’s plan. Think about
it, who took over Christ’s ministry? If all of the disciples would have stood up and been killed in
the process, who would have carried on the message and spread the gospels throughout the land.
Their death would have stood for nothing at that time.
Equally, it did not matter that the path seemed to lead into, and end, in the valley of the shadow of
death, although he would have willed for himself some other course if that course could still be
true to the will of the Father, the will that he accepted as perfect. No, regardless of appearances,
regardless of the popularity that Jesus found, and regardless of the suffering that he knew was
ahead, Jesus chose to be true and obedient to his mission given Him by His Father.

Always remember that if we depend upon the events of life to give us reward and satisfaction, then
we may never achieve them or we may have them snatched away in the very moment of tasting
victory. We may obtain money, success, and popularity; however, without Christ it will be futile.
If we live our lives for Christ and accept Him as our Lord and Savior, we will have the
opportunity to walk our own unique path of obedience towards God will for our life. This path is
not one of possessions, wealth, or popularity, but one of redemption, salvation, happiness, joy, and
the Love of Christ. Satan will constantly try to pull us from the path, but we must be true to what
Jesus would have us do.
God has a way of allowing us to be in the right place at the right time. Follow the path He sets
before you, just as John Wesley did here.
I was walking down a dimly lit street late one evening when I heard muffled screams coming from
behind a clump of bushes. Alarmed, I slowed down to listen and panicked when I realized that
what I was hearing were the unmistakable sounds of a struggle: heavy grunting, frantic scuffling
and tearing of fabric. Only yards from where I stood, a woman was being attacked.
Should I get involved? I was frightened for my own safety and cursed myself for having suddenly
decided to take a new route home that night. What if I became another statistic? Shouldn't I just
run to the nearest phone and call the police?
Although it seemed an eternity, the deliberations in my head had taken only seconds, but already
the cries were growing weaker. I knew I had to act fast. How could I walk away from this? No, I
finally resolved, I could not turn my back on the fate of this unknown woman, even if it meant
risking my own life.
I am not a brave man, nor am I athletic. I don't know where I found the moral courage and
physical strength-- but once I had finally resolved to help the girl, I became strangely transformed.
I ran behind the bushes and pulled the assailant off the woman. Grappling, we fell to the ground,
where we wrestled for a few minutes until the attacker jumped up and escaped.
Panting hard, I scrambled upright and approached the girl, who was crouched behind a tree,
sobbing. In the darkness, I could barely see her outline, but I could certainly sense her trembling
shock. Not wanting to frighten her further, I at first spoke to her from a distance.
"It's OK," I said soothingly. "The man ran away. You're safe now."
There was a long pause and then I heard the words, uttered in wonder, in amazement. "Dad, is
that you?" And then, from behind the tree, stepped my youngest daughter, Katherine.
There are times that we try to close our ears to the call. We try to ignore the appeal that comes
asking for us to help someone else. We look around and suggest that we don't have the time, the
energy, the knowledge, or the need to help someone else. We're short on whatever it takes to
really do a good job and it's better if someone else does it. Are those the attitudes of a disciple of
Christ? Well, they probably were the attitudes they had on Good Friday, but why not try adopting
a Pentecost disciple attitude? After the Holy Spirit visited them at Pentecost, they were alive with
the Holy Spirit, on fire for the Savior, and totally dedicated to spreading the message of God to the

entire world. They were totally dedicated and fearless. Hear the call. Heed the call. Listen to the
words of the Lord. Share His love, compassion, concern with others. Remember that you are
Christ's hands, arms, heart, and voice here on earth. To many who don't have a personal
relationship with Jesus, you are their example of a Christian disciple. Does your life, your actions,
your speech, your thoughts give them a good image of your Lord?
As we look towards this week, reflect on the teachings of Christ, the gifts He gives us each day,
the unconditional love He has for each of us, the sacrifices He made for us, the persecution He
endured for us, and the Life that He has given to each one of us.

Events from Monday – Wednesday
Jesus said to his disciples, "As you know, the Passover is two days away-and the Son of Man will
be handed over to be crucified." (Matthew 26:2)
While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came to
him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was
reclining at the table. When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they
asked. "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor."
Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful
thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. When she
poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. I tell you the truth, wherever
this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of
her." (Matthew 26:6-13)
Then one of the Twelve-the one called Judas Iscariot-went to the chief priests and asked, "What
are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver
coins. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. (Matthew 26:14-16)
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where
do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?" He replied, "Go into the city to
a certain man and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate
the Passover with my disciples at your house.'" So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them
and prepared the Passover. (Matthew 26:17-19)

Maundy Thursday - Passover
This is one of the most significant days for me. It is the day when all of Christ’s teachings came
together to help us truly understand what we as Christian are to do. First let’s look at some of the
events for the day:
1. Last Supper
a. Communion
b. Foot Washing
c. Betrayal

2. Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane
3. Apostles were commissioned to proclaim the Gospel throughout the world

The gift of communion is such a great opportunity for us to come closer to Jesus. There are many
different ideas put on this time is meant to be, but Jesus made it simple to understand; "This is my
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took
the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me." (Cor 11:24-25)
The foot washing gives each of us a focus to use in our lives and ministry for the King. In those
days, when travelers would come to your home, a servant would usually meet then at the door and
wash the dirt from their feet. In the world of a servant, this was a job given to the lowest servant, a
job none wanted. So Jesus showed us that we should be willing to do any job, no matter how low
it seems socially, to fulfill God’s word and direction for us. Foot washing also shows us humility.
We are in a world that puts such an emphasis on rank and order and many churches have adopted
this same structure, but as Christians we must all realize we are the same, none better than the
other and each willing to do what ever task needed to further the Kingdom of God. We should not
knee to any man, only Christ; we should put no one on a pedestal except for the true King.
Jesus also showed us:
a. Love – for all around Him & He gave us new commandment – John 13:34-35 "A new
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
b. Grace – He knew He would be denied and betrayed
c. Servant hood & Humility – Foot washing
d. He gave of himself to us to remember always – Sacraments
e. Strength – through all this He stayed strong and loyal to us

We also see the importance of prayer. Jesus, the Son of God, always took time to stop and pray to
His father. We also see that when He had taken time to pray about the situation He was about to be
faced with, He went back and prayed again to ensure His understanding and direction was exactly
what the Father desired. We could all learn more from this.
Christ has always shown and taught us:
a. Unconditional Love
b. Forgiveness
c. Grace
d. Servant hood
e. Caring and Compassion
It was also during this time that Jesus gave the disciples a glimpse of what was to come. "Do not
let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if
it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I
am. You know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't
know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus answered, "I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you
would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." Philip said,
"Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus answered: "Don't you know me,
Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that
the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in
me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has
faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am
going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory
to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. "If you love me, you will
obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be
with you forever-the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.
Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are
in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."
(John 14:1-21)

The Last Supper
The story of the painting of the Last Supper is extremely interesting and instructive. The Last
Supper was painted by Leonardo Da Vinci, a noted Italian artist; and the time engaged for its
completion was seven years.
The figures representing the twelve Apostles and Christ himself were painted from living persons.
The life-model for the painting of the figure of Jesus was chosen first. When it was decided that

Da Vinci would paint this great picture, hundreds and hundreds of young men were carefully
viewed in an endeavor to find a face and personality exhibiting innocence and beauty, free from
the scars and signs of dissipation caused by sin. Finally, after weeks of laborious search, a young
man nineteen years of age was selected as a model for the portrayal of Christ. For six months Da
Vinci worked on the production of this leading character of his famous painting.
During the next six years Da Vinci continued his labors on this sublime work of art. One by one
fitting persons were chosen to represent each of the eleven Apostles; space being left for the
painting of the figure representing Judas Iscariot as the final task of this masterpiece.
This was the Apostle, you remember, who betrayed his Lord for thirty pieces of silver, worth in
our present day currency $16.96.
For weeks Da Vinci searched for a man with a hard, calloused face, with a countenance marked by
scar of avarice, deceit, hypocrisy, and crime; a face that would delineate a character who would
betray his best friend.
After many discouraging experiences in searching for the type of person required to represent
Judas, word came to Da Vinci that a man whose appearance fully met his requirements had been
found in a dungeon in Rome, sentenced to die for a life of crime and murder.
Da Vinci made the trip to Rome at once, and this man was brought out from his imprisonment in
the dungeon and led out into the light of the sun. There Da Vinci saw before him a dark, swarthy
man, his long shaggy and unkempt hair sprawled over his face which betrayed a character of
viciousness and complete ruin.
At last the famous painter had found the person he wanted to represent the character of Judas in
his painting. By special permission from the king, this prisoner was carried to Milan where the
picture was being painted; and for months he sat before Da Vinci at appointed hours each day as
the gifted artist diligently continued his task of transmitting to his painting this base character in
the picture representing the traitor and betrayer of Our Savior.
As he finished his last stroke, he turned to the guards and said, "I have finished. You may take the
prisoner away." As the guards were leading their prisoner away, he suddenly broke loose from
their control and rushed up to Da Vinci, crying as he did so, "Oh, Da Vinci, look at me! Do you
not know who I am?"
Da Vinci, with the trained eyes of a great character student, carefully scrutinized the man upon
whose face he had constantly gazed for six months and replied "No, I have never seen you in my
life until you were brought before me out of the dungeon in Rome."
Then, lifting his eyes toward heaven, the prisoner said, "Oh, God have I fallen so low?" Then
turning his face to the painter he cried, "Leonardo Da Vinci! Look at me again, for I am the same
man you painted just seven years ago as the figure of Christ."
This is a true story of the painting of The Last Supper.

You can imagine some of the many thoughts going
through the disciple’s minds. They are being told that one
of them will betray Jesus and of His pending death. What
fear they must have felt.
Maybe they thought back to the many miracles Jesus
performed, like that of healing, walking on water, calming
of the storm, or possibly of the time Jesus spent in the
desert being tempted by satan, yet winning every
encounter. Let this be a time for you to reflect on the
many teachings of Jesus and how you can apply them in
your life.

Good Friday
The best way to understand this day is to take a walk on the path that Jesus took for each of us.
Think about all of His teachings and what His life stood for. Read it, then close your eyes and
have someone read it to you. Picture the Cross, the Nails, and the Crown that our King chose to
wear, not one of gold but of thorns so sharp, to touch them without breaking the skin is
impossible. Then focus on why Christ followed this path, one set before Him even before He came
as man. See past the physical picture of this even to what God wants us to understand and learn
from it. See the significance of Forgiveness, or the new covenants God made with man, and of
what all this event means in our lives.
It is not total clear whether these events started very early Friday or late in the night Thursday, but
this is not significant

Jesus went to Pray (Matt 26:36-46)
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here
while I go over there and pray." He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." Going a little farther, he fell with
his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.
Yet not as I will, but as you will." Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.
"Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. "Watch and pray so that
you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." He went away a
second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I
drink it, may your will be done." When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their
eyes were heavy. So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the
same thing. Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting?
Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us go!
Here comes my betrayer!"

Throughout Jesus’ life as man, he continually showed us the importance of prayer. If the Son of
God is so quick to drop to His knees in prayer, how quickly should each of us?

Jesus is Betrayed as He had Prophesied (John 18:1-9)
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the
other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who betrayed
him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the
grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees.
They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to
him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "I am he,"
Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, "I am he," they
drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" And they said,
"Jesus of Nazareth." "I told you that I am he," Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, then let
these men go." This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost
one of those you gave me."

Jesus is Arrested (Matt 26:50-56)
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one of Jesus' companions
reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. "Put
your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the
sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than
twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in
this way?" At that time Jesus said to the crowd, "Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out
with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did
not arrest me. But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled."
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
Jesus also continues to show His Love and Compassion through all of this. After the priest ear is
cut off, Jesus answered, "No more of this!" And he touched the man's ear and healed him. (Jesus
Luke 22:51) Jesus knew this is what God wanted and did not desire anyone to be hurt. What affect
did this have on those who were there that did not believe.

Jesus is Charged (Matt 26:63-68)
The high priest said to Him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of God." "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future
you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds
of heaven." Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we
need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?" "He is
worthy of death," they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others
blindfolded Him then would slap him and say, "Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?"

We see here a few significant attempts to humiliate Jesus. They did not include physical bloody
lashings, but things that were done to break His spirit; they went after the emotions rather than the
physical. To blind fold Jesus then strike Him and ask for Him to identify the person, appears to be
an attempt to mock all of the prophecies Jesus has made. Do we slap Jesus in the face each time
we sin? Do we spit in His face each time we have the chance to witness for Him but walk away in
fear of being embarrassed? Do we make a mockery of His death on the cross when we sin so
freely or perhaps when we are part of the groups who claim we do not need to repent for our sins,
Jesus died for past, present, and future sins so we do not need to confess our sins, they are already
gone.
If we look back in our lives, we would almost always want to endure physical pain rather than
emotional. We also see the strength that Jesus displayed when He would not allow His followers
to rise up against the guards. I also believe Jesus was pointing this out to the disciples when he
said, "Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and
will deceive many. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things
must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of
birth pains. "You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and
flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as
witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. Whenever you are arrested
and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at
the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit”. (Mark 13:5-11)

Jesus is Condemned (John 19:1-22)
The crowd, incited by their leaders kept
shouting, "Crucify Him, Crucify Him!" Pilate
spoke to them, wishing to release Him because
he had found Jesus innocent of political
insurrection; "Why? What evil has this man
done? I find no crime in Him deserving of
death." They persisted with their cries, "Crucify
Him, Crucify Him!" They prevailed. Wanting to
satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to
them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him
over to be crucified. (Mark 15:15)
We see Jesus was flogged or beaten, but the number of times is not disclosed. Many have set a
number of 39 times, but this comes from scriptures relating to other floggings and from Deut 25
which describes the law of the times on flogging. (If the guilty man deserves to be beaten, the
judge shall make him lie down and have him flogged in his presence with the number of lashes his
crime deserves, but he must not give him more than forty lashes. If he is flogged more than that,
your brother will be degraded in your eyes. Deut 25:2-3). I believe this is indicator that what Jesus
went through is not near as important has why. There is been so much talk over the movie the
Passion, yet it to is inaccurate to the scriptures and focuses on the physical and does not discuss

the why, unlike God’s word itself which does not focus on the torture but gives all a clear
understanding as to why Christ had to be sacrificed.

Jesus Takes Up His Cross (Mark 15:16-20)
The soldiers had their sport in taunting him, "Hail to the King of the Jews." They mocked him
with a purple cloak and the crown of thorns. Then when their fun faded, they laid the hard, dead
wood on his shoulders. Plutarch tells us that every criminal condemned to crucifixion carried his
own cross. There was borne in front of him, or else hung round his own neck, a white tablet, on
which the crime for which he suffered was inscribed. Possibly this was what was afterwards
affixed to the cross itself. Our Lord suffered on the Roman cross. This consisted of two pieces, the
one perpendicular (staticulum), the other horizontal (antenna). About the middle of the first was
fastened a piece of wood (sedile), on which the condemned rested. This was necessary, else,
during the long torture, the weight of the body would have torn the hands, and the body would
have fallen. The cross was not very high, scarcely twice the height of an ordinary man. Strong
nails were driven through the hands and feet.
Jesus had said, "Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake will find it”.

Simon is Forced to Carry the Cross (Luke 24:26)
"And they forced a certain passerby, Simon of Cyrene, coming in from the country, to carry
Jesus’ cross" (Mt. 15 / Lk.23). That must have been the greatest day in the life of Simon of
Cyrene, to carry the cross of Jesus. The question in my mind is, why did the guards force Simon to
carry the cross? We know Jesus had to be tired, he was up all night being mocked and beaten, but
this is also Jesus Christ, the one who walked on water, calmed the storm, raised the dead, healed
the sick, turned water to wine, the list is endless. Could it be that though He was so exhausted; the
fact that He was carrying the cross and with the response of the crowd; the guards had Simon carry
it rather than fuel any believe that this man just might be the son of God? Also, just after Simon
takes the cross, Jesus turns and gives a speech to the women following. This would seem almost
impossible for a human to accomplish, but we must not forget that while Jesus was man, He was
not human.

Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem (Luke 23:27-31)
A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.
Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves
and for your children. For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren women,
the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' Jesus does not want our tears of
remorse, but our acts of love. Jesus call forth acts of heroic virtue.

Jesus is Stripped of His Garments (John 19:23-24)
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE
KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified
was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the
Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write 'The King of the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king
of the Jews." Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written." When the soldiers crucified
Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the
undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.
(John 19:19-23)
This was the place of the skull, Golgotha. They tried to break Him in the courtyard with the
soldiers' taunts and physical abuse. They beat Him and crowned Him with a crown that would
pierce His flesh. He is forced to carry The Cross that would later embrace Him. They now try to
strip way His dignity by tearing away His garments. Little did they know at the time, but all have
failed.

Jesus is crucified (Luke 23:32-43)
Jesus is nailed to the cross. The feet which carried the good news from town to village, the hands
which so often were raised in praise and blessing, which so often reached down to raise up the
lowly, are now fixed in an everlasting embrace of all peoples of all times. The sound of hammer
against nail and the sight of blood spurting from Christ’s veins climax a day of agony. Had he not
said, "Now has judgment come upon this world, now will this world's prince be driven out, and I,
once I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself,"(Jn. 12). Again, scriptures do
not spend much time focusing on the physical events. In fact only two places in the Bible does it
talk about the nails, one is in John 20:25 when Thomas said, “But he said to them, "Unless I see
the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side,
I will not believe it." The other is Acts 2:22-24 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was
a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you
through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the
cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep its hold on him.
We also see the analogy of the nailing of our sins to the cross in Col 2:13-15, “When you were
dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.
He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against
us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

The scripture of the psalm is played out. "Here am I, now
more worm than a man, scorn of mankind, jest of the
people, all who see me jeer at me, they toss their heads and
sneer, He relied on the Lord, let the Lord save him!'...I am
like water draining away, my bones are all disjointed, my
heart is like wax, melting inside me; my palate is drier than
a clay pot, and my tongue is stuck to my jaw"(Ps. 22)

Jesus is Challenged again (Matt 27:38-44)
Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by
hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!"
In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. "He saved
others," they said, "but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now
from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants
him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him
also heaped insults on him.
Again the focus is to attack the emotions of Jesus, to mock all that He came to accomplish, all that
He has done for the world, and that which He was yet to accomplish.

Jesus Dies on the Cross (Luke 23:43-46)
Jesus was crucified with two criminals. Pilate had a sign posted saying, "Jesus the Nazarene, King
of the Jews." The chief priests, the scribes and elders continued their mockery. Later, knowing that
all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." A
jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the
hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is
finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. (John 19:28-30) "At last Jesus cried
out with a loud voice and said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this
He took His last breath"(Lk. 23). The agony of death is the hardest experience that humanity
struggles to understand, for it is experienced only second hand, in the lives of our loved ones. Yet,
Christ died for us so that we might have life.

I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat
over me. They divide my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing. But you, O LORD, be
not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help
me. Deliver my life from the sword, my precious
life from the power of the dogs. Rescue me from
the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of
the wild oxen. (Ps 22:17-21)

The Non-Believers BELIEVE (Luke 23:44-48)
Imagine what those who had gathered and mocked, beaten, and abused Jesus for hours must have
felt as Jesus hung on the cross and for three hours the sun stopped shinning. To now know that
they had played a role in crucifying the Son of God. “The centurion, seeing what had happened,
praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." When all the people who had gathered to
witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away.”
The world is still filled with so many who do not believe. Jesus has given each of us, the
responsibility of spreading the Gospel. We also know that actions speak louder than words.

Jesus' Body is Taken from the Cross (John 19:31-38)
Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to
be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the
bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked
Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.
The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first
man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the
other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden
flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given
testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells
the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These

events occurred so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," and
yet another, "They will look on the one they have pierced." Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked
Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the
Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away.

Jesus is Buried in the Tomb (John 19:39-42)
He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier
had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus'
body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of
linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At
the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and
in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been
laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since
the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
The Good News is, this is not the end, Jesus was raised
from the dead, conquers death, ascends into Heaven and
is coming again. (See the document Death is Defeated by
Jesus, He is Risen)

In conclusion reflect on the last words said by Jesus:
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." (Luke 23:34)
"I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." (Luke 23:43)
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Matt 27:46)
"Dear woman, here is your son," (John 19:26)
"I am thirsty." (John 19:28-29)
"It is finished." (John 19:30)
"Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." (Luke 23:46)
As you have read this, you may have felt there is something missing. If you are a member of a
particular denominational church, or maybe seen a resent moving about this period of Christ life
you may be wondering where the parts are about Christ falling when He carried the Cross, or
perhaps where is the part about the woman wiping off the face of Christ. Well the answer is that
these did not happen per scripture, so they are not included.
Again, the focus is placed too much on the physical. From the movie “The Passion” to the
“Stations of the Cross”, the emphasis is placed on the physical, not on the Spiritual level God has
placed on this event. No where in God’s Word does it talk about Jesus falling with the cross and
no where concerning the crucifixion does it discuss the woman wiping Christ face, much less the
name Veronica; these have been added by man. God foresaw these things and instructed us what
to do. “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds
anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes
words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life
and in the holy city, which are described in this book.“ (Rev 22:18-19)

Many argue that these additions are not harmful, but if God’s Word is perfect, why must they be
added. Also, if they change the focus from God’s intent, then they become very harmful, and this
they have done. More people know the physical pain Christ endured, than the why. Non-Christians
who saw this movie, have no idea why Christ died or that He has Risen.
All the Praise and Glory to the Father and the Son
Pastor Scott
The 3 Most Important Things in Life
1. God and His Word
2. Jesus and His Teachings
3. What You do with 1 & 2

Scriptural Accounts of Jesus’
Last days before His crucifixion
Matt Chapters 24-25, Mark Chapters 14-15, Luke Chapters 22-23, John Chapters 13 - 19
Passover Preparation/Last Supper
When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, "As you know, the
Passover is two days away-and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified." Then the
chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name
was Caiaphas, and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him. "But not during the
Feast," they said, "or there may be a riot among the people." While Jesus was in Bethany in the
home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. When the
disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. "This perfume could have
been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." Aware of this, Jesus said to them,
"Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will
always have with you, but you will not always have me. When she poured this perfume on my
body, she did it to prepare me for burial. I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."
Then one of the Twelve-the one called Judas Iscariot-went to the chief priests and asked, "What
are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver
coins. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. On the first day of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to
make preparations for you to eat the Passover?" He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and
tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with
my disciples at your house.'" So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the
Passover.
Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief
priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him.
"But not during the Feast," they said, "or the people may riot." While he was in Bethany, reclining
at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar
of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his
head. Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume?
It could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor." And they
rebuked her harshly. "Leave her alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time
you want. But you will not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my
body beforehand to prepare for my burial. I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover
lamb, Jesus' disciples asked him, "Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to

eat the Passover?" So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, "Go into the city, and a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The
Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' He will
show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there." The disciples
left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. Jesus
sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover." "Where do you
want us to prepare for it?" they asked. He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house,
'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' He
will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there." They left and found
things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. When the hour came, Jesus and
his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the
kingdom of God."
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the
full extent of his love. The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted
Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under
his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into
a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around
him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"
Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand"
8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."
"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" Jesus
answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And
you are clean, though not every one of you." For he knew who was going to betray him, and that
was why he said not every one was clean. When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his
clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them.
"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things,
you will be blessed if you do them. "I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen.
But this is to fulfill the scripture: 'He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me. "I am
telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. I tell
you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one
who sent me."

Betrayal Prophesied:
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were eating,
he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me." They were very sad and began to say to
him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?" Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into
the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe
to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."
Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" Jesus answered, "Yes, it is
you."
Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. They
were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to
hand him over.
When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. While they were reclining at the table eating,
he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me-one who is eating with me." They were
saddened, and one by one they said to him, "Surely not I?" "It is one of the Twelve," he replied,
"one who dips bread into the bowl with me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him.
But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been
born."
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, and the chief priests
and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of
the people. Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And Judas went to the
chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray
Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money. He consented, and watched for an
opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.
After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is
going to betray me." His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he
meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter
motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means." Leaning back against Jesus, he
asked him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread
when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot,
son of Simon. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. "What you are about to do,
do quickly," Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since
Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for
the Feast, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out.
And it was night.
Denial:
"You will all fall away," Jesus told them, "for it is written: “I will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered. But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee." Peter declared,
"Even if all fall away, I will not." "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "today-yes, tonight-before
the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times." But Peter insisted emphatically,
"Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the others said the same.

"But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go
as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him." They began to question among
themselves which of them it might be who would do this. Also a dispute arose among them as to
which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it
over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are
not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who
rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who
serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those
who have stood by me in my trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred
one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed
for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your
brothers." But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death." Jesus
answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you
know me."
When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If
God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. "My
children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews,
so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. "A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another." Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?"
Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." Peter asked,
"Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you." Then Jesus answered, "Will
you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown
me three times!
Communion:
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them,
saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that
day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."
When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus told them, "This
very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: “'I will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep of the flock will be scattered. But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."
Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will." "I tell you the truth," Jesus
answered, "this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." But Peter
declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the other disciples said
the same.
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, "Take it; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and
they all drank from it. "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many," he said
to them. "I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I

drink it anew in the kingdom of God." When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I
will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." And he took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me." In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
Wisdom for the Disciples/Parables:
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many
rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we
don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus answered, "I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me,
you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." Philip
said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus answered: "Don't you know
me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and
that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living
in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who
has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because
I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring
glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. "If you love me,
you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor
to be with you forever the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.
Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are
in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."
Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not
to the world?" Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love
him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not
obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
"All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am
coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the
Father is greater than I. I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you
will believe. I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has
no hold on me, but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father
has commanded me. “Come now; let us leave.”

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You
are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me,
he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the
fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples. "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and
remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than
this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. I
no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-fruit that will last. Then
the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other. "If
the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love
you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.
That is why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than
his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they
will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the
One who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now,
however, they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates me hates my Father as well. If I had not
done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen
these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written
in their Law: 'They hated me without reason. "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.
And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”
"All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. They will put you out of the synagogue; in
fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. They
will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you this, so that
when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I
was with you. "Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you
going?' Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for
your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go,
I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to
judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. "I have much more to say to
you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into
all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what
is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and

make it known to you. "In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you
will see me." Some of his disciples said to one another, "What does he mean by saying, 'In a little
while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,' and 'Because I am
going to the Father'?" They kept asking, "What does he mean by 'a little while'? We don't
understand what he is saying." Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to
them, "Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 'In a little while you will see me no
more, and then after a little while you will see me'? I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn
while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to
a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish
because of her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I
will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. In that day you will
no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my
name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your
joy will be complete. "Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no
longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask
in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself loves
you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father
and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father." Then Jesus'
disciples said, "Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that
you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes
us believe that you came from God." "You believe at last!" Jesus answered. "But a time is
coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all
alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. "I have told you these things, so that in me
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the
world."
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify
your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he
might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on
earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence
with the glory I had with you before the world began. "I have revealed you to those whom you
gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your
word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the
words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and
they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you
have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has
come to me through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name-the name you gave meso that they may be one as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe
by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that
Scripture would be fulfilled. "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word
and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They
are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too

may be truly sanctified. "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in
me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me. "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I
am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of
the world. "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know
that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."
Praying at Gethsemane:
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here
while I go over there and pray." He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." Going a little farther, he fell with
his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.
Yet not as I will, but as you will." Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.
"Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. "Watch and pray so that
you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." He went away a
second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I
drink it, may your will be done." When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their
eyes were heavy. So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the
same thing. Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting?
Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us go!
Here comes my betrayer!"
They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray."
He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled.
"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep
watch." Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass
from him. "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not
what I will, but what you will." Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.
"Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? Watch and
pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." Once
more he went away and prayed the same thing. When he came back, he again found them
sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him. Returning the
third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look,
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"
Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders.
Then Jesus asked them, "When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?"
“Nothing," they answered. He said to them, "But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag;
and if you don't have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. It is written: 'And he was numbered
with the transgressors'; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about
me is reaching its fulfillment." The disciples said, "See, Lord, here are two swords." "That is

enough," he replied. Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed
him. On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into temptation." He
withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, "Father, if you are willing,
take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." An angel from heaven appeared to him
and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like
drops of blood falling to the ground. When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he
found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. "Why are you sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up and
pray so that you will not fall into temptation." While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and
the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss
him, but Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" When Jesus'
followers saw what was going to happen, they said, "Lord, should we strike with our swords?"
And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus answered,
"No more of this!" And he touched the man's ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief
priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, "Am I leading a
rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the temple
courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour-when darkness reigns." Then
seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest.
Arrested/Betrayal:
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the
other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who betrayed
him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the
grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees.
They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to
him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. “I am he,"
Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, "I am he," they
drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" And they said,
"Jesus of Nazareth." "I told you that I am he," Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, then let
these men go." This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost
one of those you gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high
priest's servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) Jesus commanded
Peter, "Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?" Then the
detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound
him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that
year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for
the people.
Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the
high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the
door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty
there and brought Peter in. "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" the girl at the door asked
Peter. He replied, "I am not." It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they
had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. Meanwhile, the
high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. "I have spoken openly to the
world," Jesus replied. "I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come
together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know
what I said." When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. "Is this the

way you answer the high priest?" he demanded. "If I said something wrong," Jesus replied, "testify
as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?" Then Annas sent him, still
bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed
with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer
had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him." Going at once to Jesus,
Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him. Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for."
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one of Jesus' companions
reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. "Put
your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the
sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than
twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in
this way?" At that time Jesus said to the crowd, "Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out
with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did
not arrest me. But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled."
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead
him away under guard." Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. The men
seized Jesus and arrested him. Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the
servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. "Am I leading a rebellion," said Jesus, "that you have
come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple
courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled." Then everyone deserted
him and fled. A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they
seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind. They took Jesus to the high priest, and all
the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law came together. Peter followed him at a distance,
right into the courtyard of the high priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the
fire.
Peter followed at a distance. But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and
had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him seated there in the
firelight. She looked closely at him and said, "This man was with him." But he denied it. "Woman,
I don't know him," he said. A little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of
them." "Man, I am not!" Peter replied. About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow
was with him, for he is a Galilean." Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!"
Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then
Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will
disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly.
Judged/Convicted:
Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early
morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be
able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, "What charges are you bringing
against this man?" "If he were not a criminal," they replied, "we would not have handed him over
to you." Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." “But we have no
right to execute anyone," the Jews objected. This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken

indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. Pilate then went back inside
the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" "Is that your own
idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?" "Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your
people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?" Jesus said,
"My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the
Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus
answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." "What is
truth?" Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge
against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover.
Do you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'?" They shouted back, "No, not him! Give us
Barabbas!" Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of the law
and the elders had assembled. But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the
high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome. The chief priests and the
whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death.
But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward
and declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three
days.'" Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is this
testimony that these men are bringing against you?" But Jesus remained silent. The high priest
said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of
God." "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put
Jesus to death. They bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. When
Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and
returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. "I have sinned," he said, "for I
have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." So
Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The chief
priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is
blood money." So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for
foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the
people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me."
Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, "Are you the king of the
Jews?" "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. When he was accused by the chief priests and the
elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you hear the testimony they are bringing
against you?" But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge-to the great amazement of the
governor.
Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that
time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked
them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?"
For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. While Pilate was sitting on
the judge's seat, his wife sent him this message: "Don't have anything to do with that innocent
man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him." But the chief priests and

the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. "Which of the two
do you want me to release to you?" asked the governor. "Barabbas," they answered. "What shall I
do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They all answered, "Crucify him!"
"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify
him!" When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he
took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he
said. "It is your responsibility!" All the people answered, "Let his blood be on us and on our
children!" Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to
be crucified.
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they
could put him to death, but they did not find any. Many testified falsely against him, but their
statements did not agree. Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: "We
heard him say, 'I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build another, not made
by man.'" Yet even then their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before them
and asked Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing
against you?" But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest asked him,
"Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" "I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of
Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." The high
priest tore his clothes. "Why do we need any more witnesses?" he asked. "You have heard the
blasphemy. What do you think?" They all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some began
to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, "Prophesy!" And the
guards took him and beat him.
Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole
Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate.
"Are you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate. "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. The chief
priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, "Aren't you going to answer? See
how many things they are accusing you of." But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.
Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people requested. A man called
Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. The
crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. "Do you want me to release to
you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate, knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had
handed Jesus over to him. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas
instead. "What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?" Pilate asked them.
"Crucify him!" they shouted. "Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they
shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to
them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.
At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and teachers of the law,
met together, and Jesus was led before them. "If you are the Christ," they said, "tell us." Jesus
answered, "If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, you would not answer. But
from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God." They all asked,
"Are you then the Son of God?" He replied, "You are right in saying I am." Then they said, "Why
do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips."

Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying,
"We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and
claims to be Christ, a king." So Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the king of the Jews?" "Yes, it is as
you say," Jesus replied. Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no basis
for a charge against this man." But they insisted, "He stirs up the people all over Judea by his
teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here." On hearing this, Pilate asked if the
man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to
Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased,
because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he
hoped to see him perform some miracle. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no
answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing
him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they
sent him back to Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became friends-before this they had been
enemies. Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, "You
brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your
presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him
back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. Therefore, I will punish him and
then release him." With one voice they cried out, "Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!"
(Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) Wanting to
release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, "Crucify him! Crucify him!"
For the third time he spoke to them: "Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in
him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him."
But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. So
Pilate decided to grant their demand. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for
insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.
Beaten/Flogged/Mocked:
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and
put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying,
"Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face. Once more Pilate came out and said to
the Jews, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge
against him." When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to
them, "Here is the man!" As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted,
"Crucify! Crucify!" But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no
basis for a charge against him." The Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he
must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God." When Pilate heard this, he was even more
afraid, and he went back inside the palace. "Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus
gave him no answer. "Do you refuse to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you realize I have power
either to free you or to crucify you?" Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it
were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a
greater sin."
From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, "If you let this man go, you
are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar." When Pilate heard this,
he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement
(which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth
hour. "Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews. But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him

away! Crucify him!" "Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the
chief priests answered. Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any
more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?" "He is worthy of
death," they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped
him and said, "Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?"
Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of
soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a
crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him
and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and
struck him on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put
his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole
company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and
set it on him. 18 And they began to call out to him, "Hail, king of the Jews!" Again and again they
struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to
him. And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on
him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. They blindfolded him and
demanded, "Prophesy! Who hit you?" And they said many other insulting things to him.
Denied:
As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, "You are not one of his disciples, are you?"
He denied it, saying, "I am not." One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear
Peter had cut off, challenged him, "Didn't I see you with him in the olive grove?" Again Peter
denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.
Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were with
Jesus of Galilee," she said. But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking
about," he said. Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the
people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't
know the man!" After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are
one of them, for your accent gives you away." Then he began to call down curses on himself and
he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered
the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he
went outside and wept bitterly.
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came by. When
she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. “You also were with that Nazarene,
Jesus," she said. But he denied it. "I don't know or understand what you're talking about," he said,
and went out into the entryway. When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those
standing around, "This fellow is one of them." Again he denied it. After a little while, those
standing near said to Peter, "Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean." He began to call

down curses on himself, and he swore to them, "I don't know this man you're talking about."
Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had
spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times." And he broke
down and wept.
Carrying the Cross:
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull
(which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others-one on
each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read:
JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and
Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write 'The King of the Jews,' but
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews." Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have
written." When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares,
one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one
piece from top to bottom. "Let's not tear it," they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who will
get it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments
among them and cast lots for my clothing." this is what the soldiers did.
As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry
the cross. They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). There they
offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.
A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way
in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross. They brought Jesus to the place called
Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh,
but he did not take it. And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what
each would get.
Crucified:
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he
said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother."
From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. Later, knowing that all was now
completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." A jar of wine
vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and
lifted it to Jesus' lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews
did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs
broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man
who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and
found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.

When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. And sitting down, they
kept watch over him there. Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS
JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and
one on his left. 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying,
"You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down
from the cross, if you are the Son of God!" In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the
law and the elders mocked him. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! He's the
King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in
God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" In the same
way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-which means, "My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?" When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's
calling Elijah." Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put
it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if
Elijah comes to save him." And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his
spirit.
It was the third hour when they crucified him. The written notice of the charge against him read:
THE KING OF THE JEWS. They crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his
left. Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who are
going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down from the cross and save
yourself!" In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among
themselves. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! Let this Christ, this King of
Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe." Those crucified with him
also heaped insults on him. At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth
hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-which
means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of those standing near heard
this, they said, "Listen, he's calling Elijah." One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it
on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to take
him down," he said. With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country,
and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed
him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them,
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the
time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and
the breasts that never nursed!' Then “they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills,
"Cover us!" For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?"
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the
place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals-one on his right, the other
on his left. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And
they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered
at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen
One." The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, "If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." There was a written notice above him, which read:

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him:
"Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear
God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom." Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will
be with me in paradise."
Non Believers Believe
The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the
truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the scripture
would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," and, as another scripture says, "They
will look on the one they have pierced."
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and
the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were
raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city
and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus
saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was
the Son of God!" Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus
from Galilee to care for his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James
and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's sons.
The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood
there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son
of God!" Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed
him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were
also there.
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for
the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a
loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his
last. The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous
man." When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat
their breasts and went away.
Jesus is taken down and buried:
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus,
but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body
away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body,
the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish
burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a
new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and
since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself
become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be
given to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new
tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and
went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb. The next
day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. "Sir," they
said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise
again.' So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his
disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead.
This last deception will be worse than the first." "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the
tomb as secure as you know how." So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the
stone and posting the guard.
It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, Joseph of
Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God,
went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already
dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from the
centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took
down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a
stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where
he was laid.
But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things. Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a
good and upright man, who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the
Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to Pilate, he asked
for Jesus' body. Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the
rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to
begin. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and
how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they
rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.
Cross References

Crucifixion
Acts 2:22-25 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.
This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help
of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead,
freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.
Acts 2:36-39 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ." When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far
off-for all whom the Lord our God will call."
Acts 4:8-12 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people!
If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked
how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands
before you healed. He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which
we must be saved."
Rom 6:5-7 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united
with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body
of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin because anyone who has
died has been freed from sin.
1 Cor 1:13-25 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of
Paul? I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say
that you were baptized into my name. (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond
that, I don't remember if I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to
preach the gospel-not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power. For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the
intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar?
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased
through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand miraculous
signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified : a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and
the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.
1 Cor 2:1-9 When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much
trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on
God's power. We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of God's secret
wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.
None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory. However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him"
2 Cor 13:1-4 This will be my third visit to you. "Every matter must be established by the
testimony of two or three witnesses." I already gave you a warning when I was with you the
second time. I now repeat it while absent: On my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier

or any of the others, since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. He is not
weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you. For to be sure, he was crucified in
weakness, yet he lives by God's power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God's power we will
live with him to serve you.
Gal 2:17-21 "If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are
sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, I
prove that I am a lawbreaker. For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I
have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside
the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!
Gal 3:1-5 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was
clearly portrayed as crucified . I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the
Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning
with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? Have you suffered so
much for nothing-if it really was for nothing? 5 Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles
among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?
Gal 6:12-16 Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be
circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not
even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may
boast about your flesh. May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow
this rule, even to the Israel of God.
Rev 11:7-10 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the
Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them. Their bodies will lie in the street of the great
city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified . For three
and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and
refuse them burial. The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending
each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.

