Judge/Judgment

I believe that the word Forgiveness is the most miss used word in the Christian faith and the word Judge/Judgment is the second. When many Christians are confronted with the fact that they are sinning, they love to respond with Matt 7:1-2, "Do not judge , or you too will be judged” or the all so favorite one Let him without sin cast the first stone, which was taking out of contents from John 8:7 which said “When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." There is also Luke 6:41 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? People compare this to our sins and if we sin, which will all do, then how can we go to our brother and tell him he is sinning.
Now, let’s take a look at the scriptures and what they mean or there intent is. First we have Matt 7:1-12, which is paralleled to Luke 6:37 which says “Judge not”. Here the word Not means do not be always judging" from the Greek words mh\ kri/nete.  There is a significant difference from Judge Not to Do not Always Judge. The problem here is not in the translation as much as it is the fact that many who read the Bible fail to cross references and read the entire scripture. This can also be seen when Jesus had to stress the meaning of His parable, (Luke 8:9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant) even to His disciples, we, like them, often see the simple words not the entire meaning.
The second example used is from John 8:7. In fact this is probably the most miss used of the three. You can go to many Christian book stores and find rocks with these words etched in the stone. What those who desire to not be confronted of there sins have done is to pull those few words completely out of contents. Jesus said those words, not because everyone there was a sinner, but because the Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus and He knew this. If we read just a paragraph before we find this: John 8:1-6 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts; where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.  In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. The laws of Moses had said that if a woman had committed the offense of adultery, that both the man and the woman would be punished in this manner. Christ refused to act the part of the civil magistrate, or to countenance stormy outbreak of murderous passion against this flagrant sinner, to save himself from their bitter malice. He rose, when the appearance of indifference could not be maintained, and at once arrested the outbreak of their unscrupulous fury without presuming to repudiate the letter of the Law. He lifted the discussion from the judicial to the moral sphere. He does not mean that none but the sinless can condemn, or pronounce verdict upon the guilty; but he calls for special freedom from similar offence on the part of any man who should wish or dare to display his own purity by taking part in the execution.

Then we have the uses of Luke 6:41 by those who feel they should not be confronted or those who would choose to say that those who confront their brother who sin are wrong. When you look at the intent of this scripture, the manner at which it is taken out of contents is understood. The leaders of the day were in good truth hypocrites, proud, avaricious, in many cases self-indulgent, bigoted, and selfish; they were utterly unfit to be the moral teachers of the people - a position they had arrogated to themselves. The very defects among the people which the religious teachers professed to lecture upon and to discuss, disfigured and marred their own lives. They were - these priests and scribes and Pharisees - worse than self deceivers; they were religious hypocrites. What we are instructed in this scripture is to not be hypocrites. For example you have a friend who is committing adultery and you opening condemn this person for such a hideous act, when you yourself are currently having and adulterous affair. We have seen this happening today in the church with spiritual leaders preaching one thing from the pulpit, yet indulging themselves in the same things they had just preached about to the congregation. Jesus addresses this many times, for example Matt 23:13, "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.”

So what are we to do? Should we sit back and do nothing? Are we to watch our brothers around us committing grave sins while we sit there and do nothing or should their salvation be as important to us as ours is and go to our brothers and let them know what they are doing is wrong? Well Jesus, as always, has given us the answer. Matt 18:15-17 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'   If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
Another example of why this is so important is that as Christian, what we do and how we do it is critical, not only for ourselves, but for the many who watch us; those who see we are Christians and want to see what being a Christian is all about. So all Christian have a tremendous responsibility to follow the teachings of Jesus and live the lives He would have us live. So if your brother in Christ is doing something that is not Christ like are he is going against Christ teachings or commands, we are obligated to let him know, just as we should hope he would do the same for us. If we as Christians, and even more so if we are the spiritual leader of a church, do something which others see and assume is OK because we are doing it, we run a risk of bringing great judgment upon ourselves, and even worse, possibly driving someone away from Christ. Luke 17:1-4 tells us, Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves. 

Is it being judgmental to tell your brother they are sinning, No. Should we let them know that what they are doing is wrong, Yes. Christians today have become to passive. When we see something that is not right, we look the other way. God tells us “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.( Eph 6:10-12) So when we see things that are not right, we should take a stand against them, whether it be in prayer or in action.

An example of this is the fact that one man can petition to have the word GOD taken out of the pledge of allegiance, yet millions of Christians stand by and do nothing. The same can be said about the challenge under way to over turn the law against cross burning or the fact that when we go to court, take the stand, we are sworn in by placing our hand on the Bible, yet the contents of the Bible cannot be openly displayed within a government building or on government property. The list is large, but we also cannot forget those who are still persecuted for believing in Jesus and killed because they proclaim Christ.
So yes we judge, even when we go looking for a church where we can fellowship, we judge, but do we judge as Christ would have us, or do we judge as to world would have us judge. Do we choose a church because of the fancy building, the full parking lot, it size, or who attends or do we choose based on whether Christ is the focus, their beliefs, and what they stand for.

