
  

 
 
 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT 
BEREAVEMENT?  

 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 But we don't want you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, so that you don't grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so those who have fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  
  
Psalms 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me. Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
  
2 Corinthians 5:1-4 For we know that if the earthly house of our tent is dissolved, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens. For most assuredly in this we groan, 
longing to be clothed with our habitation, which is from heaven; if so be that being clothed we will not 
be found naked. For indeed we who are in this tent do groan, being burdened; not that we desire to be 
unclothed, but that we desire to be clothed, that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  
  
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away from them every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 
neither will there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more. The first things have passed away."  
  
2 Corinthians 5:5-8 Now he who made us for this very thing is God, who also gave to us the down 
payment of the Spirit. Being therefore always of good courage, and knowing that, while we are at 
home in the body, we are absent from the Lord; for we walk by faith, not by sight. We are of good 
courage, I say, and are willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be at home with the Lord.  



Isaiah 51:11 The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing to Zion; and everlasting 
joy shall be on their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy; [and] sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.  
  
1 Corinthians 15:15-57 Yes, we are found false witnesses of God, because we testified about God that 
he raised up Christ, whom he didn't raise up, if it is so that the dead are not raised. For if the dead 
aren't raised, neither has Christ been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are 
still in your sins. Then they also who are fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have only hoped 
in Christ in this life, we are of all men most pitiable. But now Christ has been raised from the dead. He 
became the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since death came by man, the resurrection of the 
dead also came by man. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his 
own order: Christ the first fruits, then those who are Christ's, at his coming. Then the end comes, when 
he will deliver up the Kingdom to God, even the Father; when he will have abolished all rule and all 
authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
that will be abolished is death. For, "He put all things in subjection under his feet." But when he says, 
"All things are put in subjection," it is evident that he is excepted who subjected all things to him. 
When all things have been subjected to him, then the Son will also himself be subjected to him who 
subjected all things to him, that God may be all in all. Or else what will they do who are baptized for 
the dead? If the dead aren't raised at all, why then are they baptized for the dead? Why do we also 
stand in jeopardy every hour? I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I 
die daily. If I fought with animals at Ephesus for human purposes, what does it profit me? If the dead 
are not raised, then "let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." Don't be deceived! "Evil 
companionships corrupt good morals." Wake up righteously, and don't sin, for some have no 
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. But someone will say, "How are the dead raised?" and, 
"With what kind of body do they come?" You foolish one, that which you yourself sow is not made 
alive unless it dies. That which you sow, you don't sow the body that will be, but a bare grain, maybe 
of wheat, or of some other kind. But God gives it a body even as it pleased him, and to each seed a 
body of its own. All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, another flesh of animals, 
another of fish, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, and terrestrial bodies; but the 
glory of the celestial differs from that of the terrestrial. There is one glory of the sun, another glory of 
the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory. So also is the 
resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor; it 
is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is a natural body and there is also a spiritual body. So also it is written, "The first 
man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However that which is 
spiritual isn't first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, 
made of dust. The second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the one made of dust, such are those 
who are also made of dust; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. As we have 
borne the image of those made of dust, let's{NU, TR read "we will" instead of "let's"} 
 
also bear the image of the heavenly. Now I say this, brothers, {The word for "brothers" here and 
where context allows may also be correctly translated "brothers and sisters" or "siblings."} that flesh 
and blood can't inherit the Kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell 
you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 
will be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 



immortality. But when this corruptible will have put on incorruption, and this mortal will have put on 
immortality, then what is written will happen: "Death is swallowed up in victory." "Death, where is 
your sting? Hades, where is your victory?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
  
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any affliction, through the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  
  
1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, "Things which an eye didn't see, and an ear didn't hear, Which 
didn't enter into the heart of man, These God has prepared for those who love him."  
  
Luke 14:14 and you will be blessed, because they don't have the resources to repay you. For you will 
be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous."  
  
Job 33:28 He has redeemed my soul from going into the pit, My life shall see the light.'  
  
Psalms 116:15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.  
 
1 Samuel 2:6 The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up 
 
Psalms 68:20 Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death 
 
1 Corinthians 15:21-22 For since death came by man, the resurrection of the dead also came by man. 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  
  
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me, though he die, 
yet will he live.  
  
Matthew 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.  
  
Isaiah 49:13 Sing, heavens; and be joyful, earth; and break forth into singing, mountains: for the Lord 
has comforted his people, and will have compassion on his afflicted.  
  
2 Samuel 12:21-23 Then said his servants to him, What thing is this that you have done? you did fast 
and weep for the child, while it was alive; but when the child was dead, you did rise and eat bread. He 
said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who knows whether the Lord will not 
be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now he is dead, why should I fast? can I bring him 
back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me  


