
 
 
 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT 
FORGIVENESS? 

 
Psalms 85:2 You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins.    
 
Psalms 86:5 You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you.  
 
Psalms 103:1-4 Of David. Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits who forgives all your sins and heals all 
your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 
 
Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 
 
Isaiah 43:2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the 
flames will not set you ablaze. 
 
Colossians 2:13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, 
God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 
 
Hebrews 8:12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."   
 
Hebrews 10:17 Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more."   
 



1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness. 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 
Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that 
your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 
 
Luke 17:3-4 So watch yourselves. "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If 
he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' 
forgive him." 
 
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. 
Colossians 3:12-13 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
 
Luke 6:37-42 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you."  He also told them this parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind 
man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully 
trained will be like his teacher. "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and 
pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take 
the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, 
first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye. 
 
Luke 23:32-46 "Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they 
came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals-one on his right, 
the other on his left.  Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." 
And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even 
sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the 
Chosen One." The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, 
"If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." There was a written notice above him, which read: 
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
"Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear 
God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting 
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."  Then he said, "Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom."  Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with 
me in paradise." 
 



Forgiveness is something Christ gave so freely and we hold on to and only give to those who are close 
to us. Take the time and look at the example Christ set, think what your life would be like if God took 
our approach at forgiveness. Forgive, but always for the right reasons. 
 
 
 


