
 
 
 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT 
ALCOHOLISM? 

 
Proverbs 20:1 Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise. 
 
Proverbs 23:20-21 Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat, for 
drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness clothes them in rags. 
 
Proverbs 23:29-32 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has complaints? Who has 
needless bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes?  Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of 
mixed wine. Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down 
smoothly! In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper. 
 
Proverbs 31:4-6 "It is not for kings, O Lemuel not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, 
lest they drink and forget what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights. Give beer 
to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish; 
 
Isaiah 5:11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning to run after their drinks, who stay up late at 
night till they are inflamed with wine. 
 
Luke 21:34 "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 
 
Romans 13:13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 



Galatians 5:19-21 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that 
those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
Isaiah 29:9-10 Be stunned and amazed, blind yourselves and be sightless; be drunk, but not from wine, 
stagger, but not from beer. The LORD has brought over you a deep sleep: He has sealed your eyes 
(the prophets); he has covered your heads (the seers).  
 
Jeremiah 48:26-27 "Make her drunk, for she has defied the LORD. Let Moab wallow in her vomit; let 
her be an object of ridicule. Was not Israel the object of your ridicule? Was she caught among thieves, 
that you shake your head in scorn whenever you speak of her?  
 
Nahum 1:10-11 They will be entangled among thorns and drunk from their wine;  
they will be consumed like dry stubble. From you, [O Nineveh,] has one come forth who plots evil 
against the LORD and counsels wickedness. 
 
Ephesians 5:18-20 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 
Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your 
heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Galatians 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and 
desires. 


